
 

Criteria for Using State Water  
 
1. Water be available to existing public agencies, public water companies regulated 
by the PUC and existing mutual water companies with no water being contracted to 
individuals.  
 
2. Substantial public and economic benefit.  
 
3. Conservation and reuse of water must be significant components of water use 
plans for the project.  
 
4. All costs must be paid by the water user.  
 
5. Project must be consistent with Land Use Element (LUE), Land Use Ordinance 
(LUO), coastal plan (if in coastal zone), Resource Management System (RMS), 
Master Water and Sewer Plan and rural settlement strategy. All environmental 
impacts must be fully mitigated. In addition, project must consider the 
recommendations of the Economic Advisory Committee and Water Resources 
Advisory Committee.  
 
6. Countywide growth rate must not be altered simply because of participation in the 
State Water Project.  
 
7. Must be geographically near other water users to avoid taking new water to a 
remote area and attracting other inappropriate development.  
 
8. Those requesting water for primarily agricultural uses must use the water for 
primarily agricultural purposes only.  
 
9. Water may be used for projects within incorporated cities if approved or requested 
by the city council.    
 
Established 1992  
Modified 1997  
Modified January 8, 2002 
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TO:  Water Resource Advisory Committee 
 
FROM: Courtney Howard, SLO County Water Resources Engineer 
 
DATE: May 7, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #7.c:  Invasive Mussel Species 
 
The following is a summary of regional agency actions to prevent and prepare for invasive 
mussel species. 
 
Lopez and Salinas (aka Santa Margarita Lake) Reservoirs: 
 
Began September 2007:  Educational Outreach 
Began April 5, 2008:  Inspections - Clean and Dry Boats only 
Began April 12, 2008:  High-pressure Wash Decontamination of Clean and Dry Boats 
     Installed Monitoring Stations 
 
Anticipated Agency/Public Review Process: 
April 4, 2008: WRAC submitted letter to County Board of Supervisors 

recommending that a hearing be held as soon as possible, on 
an emergency basis if allowed 

April 15, 2008: San Luis Obispo City Council supported County efforts and 
directed staff to write letters to various agencies supporting 
immediate preventative efforts 

May 1, 2008:    Flood Control Zone 3 Technical Advisory Committee meeting 
May 15, 2008:   Flood Control Zone 3 Advisory Committee meeting 
June 2008:    WRAC/Board of Supervisors Hearing 
 
Long Term Operations: 

• Conduct an assessment of vulnerability and the potential impacts at each reservoir 
• Develop a response plan, which may include modification of facilities 

 
Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs: 
 
Began November 2007:  Installed Monitoring Stations 
Began April 2008: Notices sent to boat ramp owners and signs posted at ramps; 

Additional and Improved Monitoring Stations; 
Coordination between Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency, Monterey County Parks, Nacimiento Commission 
and Nacitone Watershed Group to consider the 
implementation of additional preventative measures 

 
Anticipated Agency/Public Review Process: 
April 24, 2008: Nacimiento Commission 
April 30, 2008: Nacitone Watershed Group 
June 2008: WRAC/Board of Supervisors Hearing 
 
Long Term Operations:  

• Modification of Nacimiento Water Project to facilitate maintenance activities associated 
with mussel removal 
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Rainfall and Reservoir Update

Region ALERT Precipitation Station 2006-07 Water Year
(July '06 - June '07)

2007-08 Water Year 
Cumulative Total

(July '07 - Current)

Average 
Rainfall (in)

% of 
Annual 
Average

Santa Rosa at Main St. ( # 717)1 12.8 11.0 22 50%
Rocky Butte ( # 703) 21.3 33.0 39 85%
Hwy 46 W 7 Mi ( # 3113) 10.8 18.5 29 64%

1 Due to equipment malfunction, not all rainfall was recorded at this site. Precipitation data for "Rocky Butte" and “Hwy 46 W 7 Mile” are provided for alternate reference.

Please note, this table contains provisional data from automated gauges and has not been verified.

Reservoir Date
Water 

Elevation 
(ft)

Spillway 
Elevation 

(ft)

Storage 
(acre-feet)

Capacity
(%)

Nacimiento Reservoir April 24, 2008 769.7 221,228 65%
April 30, 2007 767.3 216,010 64%

Lopez Reservoir April 23, 2008 507.9 36,973 75%
April 23, 2007 511.0 39,949 81%

Salinas Reservoir April 24, 2008 1300.5 23,659 99%
April 24, 2007 1293.0 18,647 78%

Whale Rock Reservoir April 16, 2008 198.5 30,990 76%
April 16, 2007 206.7 35,346 87%

Twitchell Reservoir February 27, 2008 560.4 651.5 18,770 7%

Cambria

13.05.6Atascadero (#711)Atascadero

23 89%

76%17

Lopez Lopez Rec Area (#707) 10.3 20.4

19.911.0SLO Reservoir Gauge (#749)San Luis Obispo

24 92%

83%24

Santa Margairta Santa Margarita (#723) 8.5 22.0

523.0

1300.7

216.0

800.0
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