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Kickoff Meeting Goals

ÅGroundwater Management Overview

ÅGroundwater Management in the Paso Robles 

Groundwater Basin

ÅEstablish GAC Participants
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Groundwater Management Overview

ÅWhat is Groundwater Management?

ÅWhy is Groundwater Management Important?

ÅHow to Implement Groundwater Management?
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What is Groundwater Management ?

Groundwater management, is the planned and 

coordinated monitoring, operation, and 

administration of a groundwater basin or portion 

of a groundwater basin through the development 

of specific projects and facilities to ensure long-

term water supply reliability for the users in the 

basin.
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Benefits of Groundwater Management

ÅEnsure long-term viability of groundwater aquifer for all 

users

ÅMaintain water quality

ÅPrevent aquifer depletion and stabilize groundwater 

levels

ÅEnsure safe drinking water

ÅMeet existing and future water demands

ÅMinimize pumping costs

ÅMaintain local control
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Avoidance of Potential Impacts

ÅDamage to aquifer system

ÅDeclining groundwater levels

ÅDrilling deeper wells at greater expense

ÅLand subsidence

ÅUncertain quality and quantity of groundwater in the 

future
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Methods to Manage Groundwater in 

California

ÅManagement by local agencies under authority 

granted in the California Water Code or other 

applicable State statutes(over 200)

ÅLocal government groundwater ordinances or 

joint powers agreements(27)

ÅCourt adjudications. (19)
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Approach for Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

ÅCompliant with the Groundwater Management 

Planning Act of 2002 (SB 1938)

ÅVoluntary process with considerable stakeholder 

involvement



Groundwater Advisory Committee Meeting No. 2

Questions on Groundwater 

Management ?
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Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

SUBAREA 

ÅNorth Gabilan

ÅBradley

ÅSouth Gabilan

ÅEstrella

ÅCreston

ÅShandon

ÅSan Juan

ÅAtascadero
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Basin and Local Issues

ïLocalized 

Groundwater level 

Decline

ïIncreasing Water 

Demands

ïChanging Land Use 

Conditions

ïVariable precipitation 

and recharge
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Project Background

ÅFunded by Local Groundwater Assistance 
Grant Program (AB303)

ÅCity of Paso Robles is lead agency, and 
contractor with California Department of 
Water Resources

ÅSan Luis Obispo County is co-lead agency
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Project Purpose

Establish a local approach to groundwater 
management in the Basin that: 

ÅBuilds upon existing hydrogeology and groundwater 
work in the Basin

ÅCoordinates with other water management-related 
projects in the Basin

ÅIdentifies projects and programs improve long-term 
supply reliability in the Basin

ÅCompliant with Groundwater Planning Act of 2002 (SB 
1938)
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Basin-Wide Groundwater Management Activities

Å Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Study (2002)

Å Monitoring Evaluation Program (2003)

Å Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Study Phase II ïNumerical Model 
Development, Calibration, and Application (2005)

Å Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Agreement (2005)

Å Annual Report on the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin (2007)

Å Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Water Banking Feasibility Study 
(2007)

Å Resource Capacity Study (2008), Phase II (2009)

Å Water Balance Update (2010) ïFor Phase II RCS Draft
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Other Related Projects

San Luis Obispo County

Å San Luis Obispo Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
(2005)

Å General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element ïPublic 
Hearing Draft (2009)

Å County Master Water Plan (1998, 2010)

Å UC Davis Extension Study on Vineyard Water Use (2010-2013)

City of Paso Robles

Å City of Paso Robles Urban Water Management Plan (2007)

Å Water Resources Plan Integration and Capital Improvement Plan 
(2007)
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Stakeholder Involvement Process

ÅIdentify common goals

ÅDevelop a shared vision for the Basin

ÅCreate broad community support 

ÅDevelop an effective GMP

Why is it important?
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Stakeholder Involvement 
What does it mean to this project?

ÅGroundwater Advisory Committee (GAC)

ÅAttend and participate in GAC Meetings

ÅProvide Information of local conditions

ÅReview draft deliverables
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Groundwater Advisory Committee

Have at least one local representative from each 

Sub-area

ïProvide information during the development of the 

GMP to each Sub-area

ïCollect local information for inclusion in the GMP

ïProvide input to GAC during the development of the 

GMP
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Anticipated GAC Meetings

ÅTotal of six GAC meetings are initially scheduled

ïNov 2009

ïFeb 2010

ïApril 2010

ïJuly 2010

ïNov 2010

ïFeb 2011
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Advisory Groups

ÅSUBAREA Groups 

ÅSan Miguel 

Community Advisory 

Council

ÅTempleton Area 

Advisory Group

ÅShandon Advisory 

Council

ÅCreston Community 

Advisory Body
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Sub-area  GAC Representatives
Identified January 2009

SUBAREA REPRESENTATIVE - AGENCY

North Gabilan Robert Johnson - MCWRA

Bradley
Robert Johnson - MCWRA

San Luis Obispo County

South Gabilan
Robert Johnson - MCWRA

San Luis Obispo County

Estrella

Duane Picanco - City of Paso Robles

Dave & Debra Compton

Ray Allen

Creston Sue Luft

Shandon
Dennis Bowman                    Mike Kelley

Mike Steinboer Randy Diffenbaugh

San Juan Steve Sinton                          Willy  Cunha

Atascadero Jay Short                                John Neil
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GAC Representatives

ÅLooking to update list of GAC 
representatives from each Subarea

ÅSee signup list before you leave
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Questions on Groundwater 

Advisory Committee?
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Resource Management System (RMS)

ÅCounty Department of Planning and Building

ÅProvides information to guide decisions about 
balancing land development with the resources 
necessary to sustain development. 

ÅFocuses on: 
ïCollecting Data

ïIdentifying Resource Problems

ïRecommending Solutions
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Resource Management System

When deficiency becomes apparent, three courses 
to avoid jeopardizing public health and welfare: 

ïExpand the resource capacity

ïIntroduce conservation measures to extend 
resource

ïRestrict or redirect development to areas with 
remaining resource capacity
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RMS Levels of Severity (LOS)

for water resources 

ÅLevel IïWhen projected water demand over 
the next nine years equals or exceeds the 
estimated dependable supply

ÅLevel II - When projected demand over the 
next seven years equals or exceeds the 
estimated dependable supply

ÅLevel IIIïWhen the existing water demand 
equals or exceeds the dependable supply
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RCS ïDraft Phase II 

Recommendations (May 2009)

ÅPaso Robles Groundwater Basin (LOS I)

ÅAtascadero Subbasin (LOS III)

ÅEstrella-Creston Area of Concern (No LOS)

Pending Completion of Water Balance Update
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RCS Phase II Study Area

Estrella-Creston 

Area of Concern


