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Project Description

Prepare a Regional Groundwater Management 

Plan for Paso Robles Groundwater Basin.

Groundwater management is the planned and 

coordinated monitoring, operation, and 

administration of a groundwater basin or portion 

of a groundwater basin with the goal of long-

term sustainability of the resource.
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Project Considerations

ÅGroundwater conditions we see today are result of 40+ 

years of groundwater use in the Basin

ÅThis Plan is an initial step to improving groundwater 

management:
ï Identifying  and documenting Basin conditions, 

ï Identifying opportunities to improve conditions (including coordination 

with other efforts)

ï Identifying entities and organizations that can take specific actions

ï Prioritizing the actions to improve groundwater conditions in the Basin

ÅPlan implementation can lead to improved groundwater 

conditions
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Project Approach
for Groundwater Management Plan
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Goals for GAC No.5

ÅProvide context for review of the Draft Plan

ÅGroundwater Level BMOs

ÅGroundwater Management Activities

ÅGroundwater Level Monitoring Plan

ÅPlan Implementation
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Status of Draft Plan

ÅDraft Groundwater Management Plan available on 

Thursday Dec 2nd at:

ïCity of Paso Robles: www.prcity.org/government/

ïSan Luis Obispo County: 

http://www.slocountywater.org/site/Water%20Resources/Water%2

0Forum/index.htm 

ÅInitial comment period from now until January 5th
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Paso Robles Groundwater Basin

SUBAREAS 

ÅNorth Gabilan

ÅBradley

ÅSouth Gabilan

ÅEstrella

ÅCreston

ÅShandon

ÅSan Juan

ÅAtascadero



Groundwater Advisory Committee Meeting No. 5

Groundwater Level BMOs

Based on measured groundwater levels

ïVoluntary Network (production wells)

ïReflects developed land use

ïGaps in network

ÅPrimarily on peripheral areas of pumping

ÅNo wells in parts of Basin with no developed land use

BMOôs developed by Subarea Representatives
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Generalized Change in Spring Groundwater 

Levels (1997 to 2009)
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Location of BMO Wells
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ïAvailable groundwater level data does show 

trends

ïGroundwater level trends generally stable or 

declining

ïBMOs selected by Subarea Representatives 

to stabilize or maintain groundwater levels

ïBMOs are independent of the Perennial Yield

Groundwater Level BMOs
(continued)
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Groundwater Level BMOs
(from BMO workshops)

Subarea/Subbasin Basin Management Objective (BMO)

Atascadero Stabilize groundwater levels at 2009 levels

Bradley Maintain groundwater levels

Creston Stop decline and stabilize levels at 2009 levels

Estrella Stabilize groundwater levels

North Gabilan Maintain groundwater levels

San Juan Maintain groundwater levels

Shandon Stabilize groundwater levels

South Gabilan Maintain groundwater levels
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Estrella Subarea BMOs
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Groundwater Management 

Components

ÅNo. 1 - Stakeholder Involvement and Coordination

ÅNo. 2 - Groundwater Monitoring and Data Collection

ÅNo. 3 - Groundwater Resource Protection

ÅNo. 4 - Groundwater Sustainability

ÅNo. 5 - Water Demand Management and Conservation
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Component 1:  Stakeholder Involvement and                       

Coordination
Component Priority/Status

1.1 ïInvolvement with Stakeholders and

Public

High/Ongoing

1.2 ïFormation of a Groundwater Advisory

Committee

High/Ongoing

1.3 ïCoordination with Other Agencies High/Ongoing

1.4 ïIntegration with other Water 

Management  Planning Efforts

High/Ongoing
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Component 2:  Groundwater Monitoring and 

Data Collection

Component Priority/Status

2.1 ïGroundwater Level Monitoring High/Ongoing

2.2 ïGroundwater Quality Monitoring Municipal Purveyors/ Ongoing

2.3 ïInelastic Land Subsidence Monitoring Low/ Beyond 3 Years

2.4 ïData Management System High/Ongoing

2.5 ïProject Reporting High/ Annual Reporting



Groundwater Advisory Committee Meeting No. 5

Component 3:  Groundwater Resource Protection

Component Priority/Status

3.1 - Well Construction, Abandonment and 

Destruction Policies

High (required by regulations) / Ongoing

Improvements (low priority)                 

3.2 ïWellhead Protection Measures High (required by regulations) /Annual

3.3 ïMonitor Contaminated and Poor

Quality Groundwater

Low/ Beyond 3 Years

3.4 ïControl Saline Water Intrusion

(Connate Water)

Medium/Ongoing
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Component 4:  Groundwater Sustainability

Component Priority/Status

4.1 - Replenishment of High Quality 

Groundwater Extracted by Water 

Producers

Low/ 10+ Years

4.2 ïConstruction and Operation of 

Recharge, Storage, and Extraction 

Projects

Low/ 10+ Years

4.3 ïAdditional Groundwater Management  

Opportunities

Low / Ongoing

4.4 ïModeling and Technical Analysis Medium / 3-5 Years
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Component 5:  Water Demand Management and 

Conservation

Component Priority/Status

5.1 - Agricultural Water Demand  

Management and Conservation 

Programs

High / Ongoing

5.2 ïUrban Water Demand  

Management and Conservation 

Programs

High / Ongoing

5.3 ïRural Residential Water Demand  

Management and Conservation 

Programs

High/ To Be Developed
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Groundwater Level Monitoring Plan

ÅAnnual Report

ïState of the Basin (groundwater levels)

ïCompare to BMOs

ïSummarize Annual Accomplishments

ÅCalifornia Statewide Groundwater Elevation 

Monitoring Program (CASGEMs Program)

ïMonitoring Entity

ïReport Groundwater Levels
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Adding Monitoring Wells

ÅAdditional Wells from Volunteer Monitoring 

Network
ÅRecommendations have been made on selected wells to add 

and drop from the monitoring program

ÅNew Dedicated Monitoring Wells
Å$30,000 - $40,000 per well

ÅPotential funding from AB303 Local Groundwater Assistance 

Grant
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Additional Monitoring Well Locations


